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neighbouring temple, bidding them repair instantly to their
shrine   where   they   would   find a litter inlaid with pearls,
with   an   umbrella   or Canopy of State   similarly adorned,
and the conch-shells on which the greatness of the Devotee
might be   sounded forth and with   all the other ornaments
belonging   to   the   stately   progress of a   Siva   Devotee of
the very highest order.     These they were to convey to the
young   poet, and present   them to him in the name of the
God.     The     divinity     appeared    in     vision   to   Gnana
Sambandhar   himself  also,   telling   him to receive and use
the   litter   and   paraphernalia   which   would   arrive in the
morning    This   may be   looked   upon as the inauguration
of the   child,   then   six   or   seven years   old, as the great
GURU of the Siva faith     When, for the first time he was
borne   aloft   in   state   at   Thiru-Aratturrai,   there   was the
usual   commution   on   earth   and   in   heaven; flowers were
showered down, celestial music was heard, and proclamation
was   made  that   the  flawless   gem   of   the Siva faith had
come;   that   he   was the Sage   who had   been fed with the
milk of wisdom by the goddess Uma, who fills the Universe
with  her   light   and  glory;   and   that   his mission was to
teach  the  Agamas and fall divine knowledge in the Tamil
tongue.   It   was   this (on the whole successful; cultivation
of the   vernacular  that   gave   to   these poets of the Tamil
Renaissnnce their great and permanent influence.
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